Dermatological diseases in lizards.
Lizards with dermatological disease are routinely encountered in veterinary practice and it is often challenging to establish a thorough and adequate case management for these otherwise highly visible conditions. Most skin diseases in lizards are primarily a consequence of environmental stressors such as substandard husbandry and underlying disease, facilitating the onset of mainly secondary bacterial and mycotic dermal infections. This review provides an overview of common dermatological problems in lizards and aetiology, treatment and prevention are discussed for both infectious and non-infectious conditions. Although investigational approaches may be directed by the primary clinical manifestation of dermatological problems, the importance of a multidirectional approach cannot be over-emphasized. Proper treatment can only be initiated when the correct diagnosis has been made and husbandry issues dealt with. Current information on susceptibility patterns and on the use of appropriate chemotherapeutics in lizards is limited for the treatment of infectious causes of dermatitis.